(Vigil) 5 pm
8am, 10 am
8 am

as announced

4:00 - 4:40 pm
and other times by appointment

9:00 am

8:30 am - noon

Mass
Intentions

1 Elizabeth Ann Seton

8 am: Communion Serivce
" John Neumann
8 am: Jan Caselton
# Weekday
8 am: Bernice Kelly
$ Weekday
8 am: Linda Regli

% Weekday
8 am: Merle Atteberry

&" Baptism of the Lord
Sat5 pm: Mary Heigert
Sun 8 am: For The Parish
Sun 10 am Paul Hembrough

( ),
9am -4 pm
Closed on Thursday

Bulletin Deadline: Tuesday Noon

Ss. Mary and Joseph Church

2010 East First South Street — P.O. Box 647 — Carlinville, IL 62626
Web: www.ssmjc.org Office: (217) 854-7151 Fax: (217) 854-9228

January 3, 2010 — Epiphany of the Lord

* +

Basic to all science is the art of making observations and
drawing conclusions. From the most ancient days, humans
looked to the stars and noted their place in the sky, tracking
the slow movements night after night, month after month,
year after year, lifetime after lifetime. Astronomers took care-
ful measurements to characterize these movements and then
began to propose calculations which could predict the loca-
tion of various heavenly bodies on a particular date and time
when one is standing in a particular place on the globe.

In our contemporary scientific age, the scientific method is
the same, but our greatest discoveries are often so small as
to be totally invisible to the human eye. In order to “see”, scientists use finely-tuned instru-
ments using light or radiation or magnetism or some other physical phenomenon to gain in-
sight into the very nature of being itself. The smallest subatomic particles we can discern are
so small that our ability to perceive them, if it is possible at all, is more a matter of pre-
calculated statistical probability than any kind of direct or indirect observation.

We believe in a God who cannot be contained in the universe—a being (if you can call him
that) who is greater than the greatest thing we can imagine, yet remains just beyond our
sight. Like the water surrounding a fish swimming in the sea, God is
all around us—so close as to constantly risk being taken for granted.
As created creatures, we can only experience life and existence rela-
tive our participation in created reality. We might, in our more philoso-
phical moments, be able to realize that our creator is so close to us,
and yet still so far. This is the God that we pray to in the creed, as the
one who created all that is “seen and unseen” — the God who created
all that we can perceive and all that is beyond us.

Can we discern God from creation? Well, yes and no. There are natural ways that we can
come to a sense of God: seeing a beautiful sunset, considering the craftsmanship of a flower,
falling in love, pondering the vastness of the universe, or appreciating the insights of a mathe-
matical equation. None of these activities, however, actually put us in relationship with God.

Today'’s feast, and indeed, the entire Christmas Season, shows us that knowing about God
from the natural world is simply not good enough. Throughout the ages, God has broken
through the boundaries of nature in mysterious ways to let his people know of his love. Abra-
ham heard the voice promising a great nation of heirs. Jacob wrestled with God. Moses
walked on holy ground and received the commandments of God. Prophets spoke his Word.
Countless miracles revealed his handiwork in the birth of impossible children, victory in im-
possible war, and deliverance from impossible oppression. He did this to enlighten the dark-
ened minds and hearts of humanity and to establish meaningful relationships with his people
at key times in their history.

With the coming of Jesus, however, God chooses to speak no longer in bro-
ken and fragmentary ways. He chooses to reveal himself fully through send-
ing his Son—Emmanuel—one who would be seen by our eyes, heard in our
ears, and held in our arms. Christ could now be as “real” to us in creation as
anything or anyone else we might encounter. The coming of Christ at Christ-
mas is as important as the development of microscopes was to the work of
biology. Even though we could not see the sub-cellular structures that make
up or own bodies until the invention of the microscope, they were not ‘unreal’
’ because of our inability to see and understand them. In the same way, our
struggle to encounter and relate to God does not make him any less “real”,
either. In the gracious act of the incarnation, God now provides us the aid we need to peer at
least momentarily into the infinite and make sense of it... and in doing so, to make sense of
our own lives and have hope for life eternal.

The sign of the “wise men” is quite appropriate for our age, so defined by the triumphs of
modern science. By unveiling himself to nature, God allows us to use the gift of our senses
and intellects to understand him. Certainly God is still not contained in the universe and thus
we cannot know him fully as he really is (and that still makes ‘proof’ of God difficult), but we

~can talk reasonably about him and have a relationship with him as our Father.
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— Parish News — January 3, 2010

PARISH CALENDAR WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING
Week 25 Dec 20 Total to Date

Jan 3 11:00a Fellowship Brunch
Jan 6 12-6pm CICBC Blood Drive at Elks Loose Collection $252.00 $7,663.51
Jan 5 6:30p Pastoral Council Meeting Weekly Envelopes $6,999.00 $141,016.00
Jan 6 PSR is back in session

: Totals $7,251.00 ( $148,679.51
Jan 10 Baptism
Jan 14 First Reconciliation-2nd grade Budget Goal $6,200.00 | $155,000.00

Jan 18 6:00p Ladies Night Out
Jan 19 2-7p MCPHD H1N1 Flu Clinic

Jan 31 11:00a 2nd Annual Chili Cook-off Total weekly envelopes received: 270/531
Bldg Fund: $2,489 ~ Ret. Religious: $230 ~ Child Home: $190

Difference +$1,051.00 -$6,320.49

Flower Fund: $15 ~ Christmas: $80 ~ Dec 8: $50

Ss. Mary & Joseph Church welcomes:
BUILDING FUND

d

Iﬁ ﬁ 4 51
V o o Balance owed to diocese: $507,358.67
E\( é who was baptized into the Catholic faith (reported by diocese monthly)
we profess in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
Estimate interest accrued: $1,650.00
6  The stats for Dec. 25-27 will be reported in the (at 4%, added to principal monthly)
bulletin dated Jan 10 due to the early submission deadline Paid to diocese $15,000.00
of this bulletin. since last statement:
Weekend Attendances Dec. 19-20, 2009 ANNUAL CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL
Saturday, 5pm Sunday, 8 am Sunday, 10am Total Assessment (FY 2009-10): $32,074.00
228 112 288 628 Total Collected: $17,705.00
(reported by diocese monthly) 136 households (26%)

October Count 2009: 538, Average (FY 09-10): 543
Total Registered Parishioners: 1,401 Residual: $16,284.00

Parish Ministry Schedule - Sat-Sun, Jan. 9-10, 2010

1] (yo &l

Youth Choir a cappella Adult Contemporary Choir

2 Callahan Family Ed & Kay Kalaher Carpenter family

Kris Rosentreter Jeff Link Jim Rolando

Doris Boente, Tink Boente, K Diane Ahrens, Cindy Geninatti D Bellm, J & M Delaney,

Egelhoff, E Flowers, C Landon Ann Grichnik, Marge Klaus S Dunn, W Dyer, B Formea

S Millard. V& L Reiher Mary Klaus S Schroeder, M Spurgeon

1 Austin Landon, Morgan Landon Adelmo Marchiori Jordan Ogden, Brenden Devantier

Rob Bellm, Rev. Dan Bergbower, Jerry Clarke, Richard Dunn, Noel Dunn,
Sam Greenwalt, Jacob Jones, Robert Knight, Antonio Lane, Chad Mitchell, John Mayernich, David Mummert, Glen
Pedersen, Leif Petterson, Matthew Petterson, Michael Retzer, Greg Rives, William Sprague.

- / : Gerry Beanblossom, Janet Beasley, Toni Cervi, Tracey Cully, Pam Davis, Lindsay

Dawkins, Steve Dawson, Tammy Dugan, Jerrod Dunn, Tony Grayson, Tootie Greenwalt, Pat Hamernik, Peggy Heinz,

Sean Hickey, Terry Hoelting, Beverly Leach, Alice Neighbors, Joanna Nicholson, Dorothy Pranger, Marie Reznicek, Prayer
Wilma Rhodes, Deehan Rives, Fred Roth, Gene Rubemeyer, Doris Staples, Carl Starr, Harry Starr. Requests

(0] 1 : Norma LeVora, Dorothy Gerber, Marilyn Gerber, Mary Geninatti, Elizabeth Drew, Lorene Madden, Mildred
Burleson Carlo Vitale, J.B. Ryan, Linda Keithley, Maurice Wise, Mary Griffith, Jan Caselton, Ann Neunaber, Paul Drury, Albert
Becker, Sr., Jean Philpott, Wanda Caselli, Paul Hembrough, Dena Selvo, Bernadine Wing, Ted Dworzynski, Mary Gagnor.
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@& Upcoming Events

Fellowship Brunch January 3, after 10am Mass

)6y D) 2 +.. Every first Sunday of the month, everyone is invited to participate in the ‘brunch”
potluck after the 10:00 a.m. Mass. Please bring a dish—meat, vegetable or dessert for all to share.

& Drinks will be provided.

Annulment Information Night Friday, January 15, 7:00 pm
PN 9 == Divorce is a reality that many Catholics encounter, often leaving them to feel excluded or uncertain
about their status in the Church. Becky Donaldson, a parishioner and office manager for the
& &% & Springfield Diocesan Tribunal, will present an information night for those who would like to know

more about annulments in the Church. She will answer common questions for those who were
previously married (whether in or out of the Church) about ‘declarations of nullity’, explain how the
“p:0.0 1 process works, and provide contact information for further assistance and pastoral care.

(v} ¥ o (") &

Ladies Night Out Monday, January 18, 6:00 pm

Join us for the ‘Ladies Night Out’ held on Monday, Jan. 18 at 6:00 pm. A variety of soups will be
served. Suzanne Stayton will present the program, and Wanda Tomaska will lead us in another
fun activity. A sign up sheet is located in the narthex or you may call Parish Nursing at 854-7151
extension 26.

Second Annual Chili Cook-off Sunday, January 31, after Mass

The SSMJ Conference of the St. Vincent DePaul Society offersa7 7 /8 contest and all-

you-can eat lunch on the last Sunday in January, the 31st after the 10 am Mass. Bring your best

beefy brew to share and five bucks ($5) to vie for the title of Chili Champion. Entries will be HOT

to mild, with and without beans, with any meat (have mercy!) and vegetarian. Funds will go to the
St. Vincent de Paul Society for ongoing ministry and outreach to the poor in our community.

Parish Mardi Gras Celebration Tuesday, February 16, 6:00 pm

On February 16, Ss. Mary and Joseph will host a Mardi Gras Party! We will be serving dinner at
w 6pm and then we will celebrate the evening with a Variety Show. Please bring your palms from

last year to the narthex so that we may burn them in the courtyard, weather permitting, after the

Mardi Gras festivities... these will be the ashes for the Ash Wednesday services the next day.

Ash Wednesday Wednesday, February 17

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. On this day, it is a tradition to be marked with ashes, a rich sym-
bol of mourning and penitence, and a reminder of the seriousness of the Lenten call to conversion.
Mass with imposition of Ashes: $ ** and$ **
Liturgy for Imposition of Ashes (not a Mass): &: &"

Easter Triduum Thursday— Sunday, April 1-4
. The great Three Days of the Easter Triduum are the central celebrations of the Christian faith.
Holy Thursday 3 9 & $°°
Good Friday3  * 3 9 ( %t
Holy Saturday 3 * < %t —- Easter Sunday % "" &" "*"
"




Ss. Mary & Joseph, Carlinville

6 Choir members for the Traditional Choir. Need
not know how to read music. Any age group—young, old
or in between. Share your time by singing at Ss. Mary &
Joseph Church. Also in need of cantors and song leaders.
If interested, please contact Marion @ 854-8248.

Bishop John Neumann (Jan 5)
He held a powerful post, bishop of Philadelphia, when the
diocese covered 35,000 square miles. Yet “the gentle bishop,”
as John Neumann (1811-1860) was called, was a shy and
self effacing man. He wanted only to be a simple missionary
priest bringing comfort to his immigrant flock.

John was born in what is now the Czech Republic. As a
young seminarian he hoped to come to America, where there
were very few priests to assist a surge of immigrants. After
several setbacks, he boarded ship on impulse and headed for
New York. He had no papers and was not even ordained yet.

Fortunately, the local bishop welcomed him. He was first
assigned to the mission parishes in the Buffalo area. Though
few of his immigrant parishioners spoke his native language,
Czech, he had studied German, English and French as a
schoolboy. Eventually he learned Gaelic, Spanish and ltalian.
This made it possible for people to receive the sacrament of
reconciliation in their own language. Many of his parishioners
hadn’t had the opportunity to do this for many years.

Since the parishes of this area were rural and spread far
apart, he traveled constantly. As a safeguard against the
isolation of this work he joined the Redemptorist Order. Soon
he was the head of all the Redemptorists in the United States.
Then the bishop of Philadelphia recommended John as his
successor.

As bishop, John built churches and schools and instituted a
religious education program for children. He also continued to
travel throughout the diocese, which at that time included
Delaware, eastern Pennsylvania and part of New Jersey,

January 3, 2010

PARISHIONER INFORMATION

New members & changes only—Fill in, cut out, and
send to parish office.

Name

Street

City State Zip

Submitted by

Phone (Day) (Night)

Are you:
new resident ___wish clergy to call
new address ___illness in family
new family member ___moving away

visiting each parish and mission every two years. Not
everyone appreciated this. He was criticized for not having
ceremonial manners and for appearing in public in old
patched clothes instead of the rich garb a bishop was
expected to wear.

However, the people of his diocese loved him for his
willingness to reach out to them. When he died suddenly at
the age of 48, they lined the streets of Baltimore by the
thousands to say goodbye to him.

His body is buried at St. Peter, the Redemptorist church
in Baltimore. The Roman Catholic church remembers
Bishop Neumann each year on January 5.

Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North
Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622711101; 10180001933111800; www.ltp.org. Text
by Mary Ellen Hynes. All rights reserved. Used with permission.




