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— Mass Times — 
Saturday (Vigil):  5 pm 
Sunday: 8am, 10 am 
Tu, W, Th, F: 8 am 
Holy Days:   as announced 

 
— Sacrament of Reconciliation — 

Saturday:   4:00 - 4:40 pm 
and other times by appointment 
 

— Scriptural Rosary — 
Monday: 9:00 am 
 

— Eucharistic Adoration — 

Thursday:   8:30 am - noon 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mon. Dec 14:  St. John of the Cross

  8 am: Communion Service 
 
Tues, Dec 15:  Advent Weekday 
  8am: All Souls Intentions 
   of the Lyerla Family 
 
Wed, Dec 16:  Advent Weekday  
 8 am: Linda Regli � 
 
Thurs, Dec 17:  Late Advent Weekday 
 8 am: Rosina Kasten � 
 
Fri, Dec 18:  Late Advent Weekday  
 8 am: Mary Heigert � 
 
Sun, Dec 20:  4th Sunday of Advent 
 Sat 5 pm: Elmer Rosentreter �
Sun 8 am: For The Parish 
Sun 10 am Bernice Reed � 

— Parish Office Hours — 
M, Tu, W, F:  9 am - 4 pm 

Closed on Thursday 
 

Bulletin Deadline: Tuesday at noon 
or as announced at the holidays 

Ss. Mary and Joseph Church 
2010 East First South Street — P.O. Box 647 — Carlinville, IL   62626 
Web:  www.ssmjc.org          Office:  (217) 854-7151           Fax:  (217) 854-9228 

December 13, 2009 — Third Sunday of Advent    

A Message from Fr. Tom: 
 

   What do you think of when someone uses the word “justice”?  
Courts and judges and lawyers?  Protesters in the streets seek-
ing civil rights?  The good guys wearing white cowboy hats win-
ning out at the end of a movie over the bad guys wearing black 
hats?  The Illinois Bureau of Weights and Measures tags found 
on gas pumps and deli scales certifying the fairness of these 
devices?  Martin Luther King, Jr.?  Archbishop Oscar Romero?  
Vengeance on hardened criminals who commit heinous crimes? 
   This week, our advent scriptures take us back to John the Baptist, begging the moral 
question, ‘what must we do’ to produce ‘good fruit’ as God’s chosen people?  (cf Luke 3: 
8-10ff)  In short, the people are asking John, what does justice look like? 
   It looks like neighbors providing for those in need: if you have two cloaks, share with 
the neighbor who has none.  It looks like honesty and humility in our relationships with 
others: do not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse others, be satisfied with your 
wages.  It looks like a discernment of good and evil as the Lord, gathers the wheat into 
the barn, burning the chaff with unquenchable fire. 
   Justice is ultimately about being in a right relationship with others and with God.  

One who lives the virtue of justice seeks to habitually and honorably 
render unto others what is due to them in righteousness.  To God (and 
God alone) the highest good to be rendered is worship.  Among hu-
man beings, the basic goods of justice include: honoring property 
rights, respecting the good name and reputation of others, and render-
ing obedience to lawful authority. 

   What happens when these fundamental aims of justice are thwarted?  That is when 
sin enters into a relationship.  To deprive the poor and needy of a righteous share of the 
goods of this world is a sin.  To gossip or commit slander against a neighbor is a sin.  To 
disobey laws instituted for the public good is to commit a sin.  Sin impairs an individual’s 
relationship with others and with the larger community.  What happens when someone 
breaks the law?  They are usually assessed a penalty in order to repair the damage 
done to the good order of a community.  A parking ticket results in a monetary fine, a 
criminal goes to jail, those who commit scandal must make a public apology to return to 
‘good graces’.  All sin ultimately offends God.  He can be directly offended by sins 
against the virtue of worship and practice of religion— when his name is taken in vain, 
when out of laziness or sloth we choose not to attend church and maintain an attitude of 
prayer in our lives, when we love or idolize the things of this earth above the love of God 
alone.  God is also offended when we injure his sons and daughters (our brothers and 
sisters) through acts of injustice.  As sinners, we owe a debt to those we have harmed 
by our behavior and attitudes, and in justice we must make good on repaying that debt. 
   Catholics have the distinct privilege of making amends for sin 
through the Sacrament of Penance.  Calling on the power of God’s 
mercy entrusted to the Church, the sacrament begins the healing of 
relationships damaged by acts of injustice.  The sacrament is in-
tended to be more than a simple accounting of good and evil in life—
it is meant to be an encounter with the healing power of God’s mercy 
right now and in our midst.  We come to be reconciled with God and 
neighbor such that God’s justice is no longer an object of fear and 
shame, but instead an intimate promise of mercy.  Sacramental reconciliation makes 
present in our own time the prophecy of Zephaniah in today’s reading: The Lord has 
removed the judgment against you and turned away your enemies; the king of Israel is 
in your midst, you have no further misfortune to fear (Zep 3: 15). 
   In the coming week, there will be numerous opportunities to celebrate the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation in our parish and in nearby parishes.  Accept that invitation to conver-
sion which advent offers.  The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast 
off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.  (Romans 13: 12)  
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 — Parish News — December 13, 2009 

In charity, please remember in your prayers: 
 

… our military personnel, especially: Rob Bellm, Rev. Dan Bergbower, Jerry Clarke, Richard Dunn, Noel Dunn, 
Sam Greenwalt, Jacob Jones, Robert Knight, Antonio Lane, Chad Mitchell, John Mayernich, David Mummert, Glen 
Pedersen, Leif Petterson, Matthew Petterson, Michael Retzer, Greg Rives, William Sprague. 
 

… the sick and those in need: Gerry Beanblossom, Janet Beasley, Toni Cervi, Tracey Cully, Pam Davis, Lindsay 
Dawkins, Steve Dawson, Tammy Dugan, Jerrod Dunn, Tony Grayson, Tootie Greenwalt, Pat Hamernik, Peggy Heinz, 
Sean Hickey, Terry Hoelting, Beverly Leach, Dick Millstead & Liz Parmele; Alice Neighbors, Joanna Nicholson, Doro-
thy Pranger, Marie Reznicek, Wilma Rhodes, Deehan Rives, Fred Roth, Gene Rubemeyer, Doris Staples, Carl Starr, 
Harry Starr. 
 

… those who have died:  Norma LeVora, Dorothy Gerber, Marilyn Gerber, Mary Geninatti, Elizabeth Drew, Lorene Madden, Mildred 
Burleson, Carlo Vitale, J.B. Ryan, Linda Keithley, Maurice Wise, Mary Griffith, Jan Caselton, Ann Neunaber, Paul Drury, Albert 
Becker, Sr., Jean Philpott, Wanda Caselli, Paul Hembrough, Dena Selvo, Bernadine Wing, Ted Dworzynski, Mary Gagnor. 

 Dec 15 11:00a Mass at Friendship Home 

 Dec 16  PSR in session 

 Dec 16 6:30p Penance Service 

 Dec 20 11:00a Baptism after Mass 

 Dec 22 11:00a Mass at Carlinville Rehab 

 Dec 23  No PSR 

 Dec 24  No Adoration in morning 

 Dec 24-25  Office is Closed 

 Dec 30  No PSR 

 Jan 3 11:00A Fellowship Brunch
 Jan 5 6:30p Pastoral Council Meeting 

 Jan 6  PSR is back in session 

PARISH CALENDAR 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC SERVICES APPEAL 

Assessment (FY 2009-10): $32,074.00 

Total Collected: 
(reported by diocese monthly) 

$15,790.00 
126 households (24%) 

Residual:   $16,284.00 

BUILDING FUND 

Balance owed to diocese: 
(reported by diocese monthly) 

$507,358.67 

Estimate interest accrued:  
(at 4%, added to principal monthly) 

$1,450.00 

Paid to diocese 

since last statement:  

 

Parish Ministry Schedule - Sat-Sun, December 19-20, 2009 

 Saturday, 5 pm Sunday, 8 am Sunday, 10am 

Music Traditional Choir a cappella  Adult Contemporary Choir 

Greeters Greg & Tink Boente Sandino Family Paul Boente 

Lector Susan Millard Mark & Becky Donaldson Steve & Meg Carr 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

A Boehm, T Daley, K Egelhoff, V & 
L Reiher, T M Rosentreter, N 
Villegas,** A Woods** 

C Geninatti**, J & S Griffin, Marge 
Klaus, R Lauwerens 

A Bellm, D Bellm, T Carpenter, M 
Kallal, C Rice, J & A Rolando**  
M Spurgeon 

Servers Michael Millard Ken Alberico Jordan Ogden, Becca Kallal 

Weekend Attendances - Dec 5-6, 2009 

October Count 2009: 538 - Average (CY 2009): 545 
Total Registered Parishioners: 1,414 

WEEKLY PARISH OFFERING 

Flower Fund: $11.00  ~  Christmas: $45.00 
Building Fund: $40.00  ~  Retirement-Religious: $20.00 

 

Ss. Mary & Joseph Church welcomes: 
 

Logan Christopher Norris 
 
 

who was baptized into the Catholic faith 
we profess in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

Saturday, 5pm Sunday, 8 am Sunday, 10am  Total 

179 102 225 506 

Week 23 Dec 6 Total to Date 

Loose Collection $207.00 $7,121.51 

Weekly Envelopes $5,583.00 $127,562.00 

Totals $5,790.00 $134,683.51 

Budget Goal $6,200.00 $142,600.00 

Difference -$410.00 -$7,916.49 
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Upcoming Holy Days of Obligation 

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)    
Friday, December 25 
Mass: 4 & 10 pm (eve), 9 am (day)  

Mary, Mother of GodMary, Mother of GodMary, Mother of GodMary, Mother of God    
Friday, January 1, 2010 
Mass: 5 pm (eve), 9 am (day) 

In preparation for Christmas, a number of area priests will gather to offer the Sacrament of Pen-
ance at Ss. Mary and Joseph Church.  Face-to-face and anonymous confession will be available. 
In addition to this service, and regular Saturday night times, the sacrament will be available: 
   Sunday, December 13: St. Agnes in Hillsboro (1 pm) and Holy Family, Litchfield (3 pm) 
   Wednesday, December 16 at 6:30 pm: Ss. Mary & Joseph in Carlinville 
   Thursday, December 17 at 6:30 pm:  St Patrick in Girard 
   Sunday, December 20 at 6:30 pm:  Sacred Heart in Virden   

Advent Reconciliation Services  

 

HELP WANTED: We need someone to work in the 
Preschool area during the 10:00 a.m. Mass. You 
would only be scheduled once per month. Volunteer 
should be any age over 21 years old. There are 
about 5-8 children attending Preschool on Sundays. 
Please contact Rebecca Marchiori 854-7151 or 854-
5019 at home if interested. 
 
KC AUXILIARY NEWS: The K.C. Auxiliary does not 
have a regular meeting in December but voted to 
have a social dinner (Dutch treat) on Monday, 
December 14 at 6 p.m. at Angus Bailey’s. Those 
interested in attending should make reservations 
with Bea Watson at 854-8932 (leave a message on 
answering machine) prior to evening of December 
13th. In lieu of a gift exchange – cash will be 
collected for the Food Pantry.  Hope to see you all 
there on the 14th. 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who attended the St Nick 
Party. Thank you decorators (Peggy & Maggie 
Newby, Megan Stayton, Gabriella & Dominic 
Marchiori). God bless to the families and 
parishioners who delivered poinsettias and cards to 
homebound and nursing home parishioners. Thanks 
Dan, Erin and our parish youth for your participation, 
and to the cleanup crew.  

YOUTH NEWS: Christmas Break – fight the 
boredom and desire to sit around the house! Erin is 
inviting the junior high and high school students to 
come hang out over Christmas Break.  Junior High 
students are invited to come on December 23rd and 
30th from 2-4 p.m. for Ultimate Activity Games, such 
as King Sardine, Flashlight tag, and many more!  
High School students are invited to come December 
23rd from 6-8 p.m. for more Ultimate Activity Games 
such as flyswatter hockey and flag football.  Also, 
come again on December 30th from 6-8 p.m. for the 
Obstacle Game Course; put together a team of four, 
wear outrageous outfits, and come compete in a 
series of games! Come celebrate the holiday season 
(and being out of school . . .).  There will be snacks, 
music, and any friends are always invited. 
 

Thank you to all of those who donated items for the 
food pantry and/or adopted a child off of the Angel 
Tree. Thank you for your willingness to help those in 
need during the holiday season. 
 
TRADITIONAL CHOIR PRACTICE as follows to 
review Christmas music: on Monday, Dec 14 at 9:30 
a.m. New members are welcome. Any age group—
young old or in between. You need not know how to 
read music! 

2nd Annual Chili Cook-off Sunday, January 31 after 10am Mass 

As a fundraiser for our St. Vincent DePaul society, there will be a chili cook-off contest on Sunday, 
January 31 after the 10am Mass. The cook-off is open to everyone; the entrance fee is $5.00.  If 
you want to sample the culinary efforts of the contestants, the all-you-can-eat charge is only 
$5.00. Put your taste buds to the test– entries will be varied from HOT to mild, with/without beans, 
with any meat (have mercy!!) or vegetarian.  Hope everyone can attend this fundraiser!! 
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Ss. Mary & Joseph, Carlinville                 December 13, 2009 

COLLECTION: 
 

This weekend, our diocese will be holding the an-
nual appeal for the Retirement Fund for Reli-
gious. This fund furnishes immediate support for 
aging religious and helps their religious institutes 
implement long-term retirement strategies. Please 
be generous. 
 
 

PARISHIONER INFORMATIONPARISHIONER INFORMATIONPARISHIONER INFORMATIONPARISHIONER INFORMATION    
New members & changes only—Fill in, cut out, and  

send to parish office. 
    
Name_________________________________________Name_________________________________________Name_________________________________________Name_________________________________________    
    

Street_________________________________________Street_________________________________________Street_________________________________________Street_________________________________________    
    

City_____________ State______ Zip________________City_____________ State______ Zip________________City_____________ State______ Zip________________City_____________ State______ Zip________________    
    

Submitted by___________________________________Submitted by___________________________________Submitted by___________________________________Submitted by___________________________________    
    
Phone (Day)______________ (Night)_______________Phone (Day)______________ (Night)_______________Phone (Day)______________ (Night)_______________Phone (Day)______________ (Night)_______________    
Are you:Are you:Are you:Are you:    
____new resident                ____new resident                ____new resident                ____new resident                    ___wish clergy to call___wish clergy to call___wish clergy to call___wish clergy to call    
____new address                 ____new address                 ____new address                 ____new address                     ___illness in family___illness in family___illness in family___illness in family    
____new family member      ____new family member      ____new family member      ____new family member          ___moving away___moving away___moving away___moving away    

 Stewardship Corner  
 

Many people don’t make weekly worship a priority. 
Christmas and Easter are often the only times we 
see many of our friends and neighbors in church. 
That situation presents a challenge to us, for we 
preach sermons every day with our words and our 
actions. In fact, ours may be the only sermons 
many hear! We have been called to “declare the 
wonderful deeds of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). 
Let us pray that we might embrace our calling and 
“preach sermons” that will help spread the Good 
News of salvation for all.  


